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Called to Be Disciples 
Ecclesia Reformate, Semper Reformanda 

The Lord’s Day             May 30, 2021 
 

Prelude 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 If you are new to the First Presbyterian Church of South Charleston, welcome! 
 

Call to Worship:   
Leader: Ascribe to God glory and strength. 
 Worship God in holy splendor. 
People: The splendor of our Creator meets us here. 
 We are filled with awe before our God. 
Leader: The voice of God is powerful and full of majesty. 
 God offers strength and peace to all people. 
People: God’s voice thunders over the waters. 
 God’s strength empowers our response. 
Leader: Holy, Holy, holy is the God of hosts. 
 The whole earth is full of God’s glory. 
People: The universe is God’s dwelling place. 
 There is no place from which God is absent.  Amen. 

 

Morning Prayer:   
Holy, Holy, Holy, merciful, eternal, and mighty.  By your grace you have shown us 
who you are, One in Three, and Three in One.  We glorify you as Trinity, even as we 
worship you in your Unity.  Open our hearts to receive your word to us today, that 
not only in our worship but in our lives we may serve and reflect your Triune Love 
all our days.  Amen. 

 

* Hymn “Holy, Holy, Holy!  Lord God Almighty!” No. 138 
 

* Prayer of Reconciliation:   
Source of redeeming grace and infinite goodness, bear us as in Christ we pray for 
forgiveness.  While you reach out to us in fellowship, we turn from you in shame.  
We do not do what you command.  We proclaim not your love, since we seldom 
serve others.  We confess Christ as Savior, yet obey him indifferently, if at all.  Our 
discipleship suffers, for we heed not your guidance.  We are in need of repentance 
as we confess our sins.  Have mercy upon us and grant us your pardon. 
(A time for personal reflection and repentance) 
And all of God’s people said, Amen. 



* Assurance of Forgiveness 
 

* The Gloria Patri:  No. 577 
Glory be to the Father, to the Son and the Holy Ghost! 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. Amen. 
 

* Passing the Peace:  
   The Peace of Christ be with you 

 And also with you 
 Please greet your brothers and sisters with the peace of Christ. 

 

Sharing Our Joys and Concerns 
 

Prayers of the People:  

We live in a world that is desperate for you, God.  When powers struggle for 
dominance and war, oppression and abuse result. When groups of people 
oppose one another because of ideology, religion, or culture we need a God 
who is bigger than ourselves, and our personal interests.  Loving Savior, 
Empowering Spirit, we offer you these prayers because we need you so 
desperately.  Captivate us, call us, and fill us, that we may be carriers of your 
eternal life to this world that you love so dearly.  Amen 

 

The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  
Amen. 

 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Old Testament Lesson Isaiah 6:1-8 Bible Page 591 
 

Anthem  
 

Gospel Lesson John 3:1-17 Bible Page 924 
 

Sermon  “Awesome!” Jim Musgrave 
 



* Affirmation of Faith: “The Apostles’ Creed” (Traditional) 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
 and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried; he descended into hell; the third day her rose again from the dead; he 
ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

* Hymn “Here I Am, Lord” No. 525 
 

* Dedicating our Lives 
 

* Prayer of Dedication 
 

* Hymn “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies” No. 564 
 

* Words of Dismissal 
Go into the world knowing the awesomeness of God goes with you.  Try this – do one 
act of kindness each day to someone whom you know would not expect it.  By trying 
this, you show forth the love and grace of God. 
Now, may the love, mercy and peace of our Triune God – the Father Almighty; His 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord; and the Holy Spirit, who empowers us to be all 
that God wants – be with you now and always. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  Amen. 

 

Postlude 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This morning we welcome our Guest Speaker: 

Jim Musgrave 

Jim is a resident of the Huntington area and retired from Appalachian 
Power. He and his wife, Connie have been involved with the Presbyterian 
churches in the several towns they have lived.  Jim has served as a 
Commissioned Pastor for a number of churches within the WV Presbytery 
for some fifteen years and is presently at Rock Lake Presbyterian as an 
Interim pastor.  We look forward to hearing his message.  Welcome! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Creative Tech Team would like to 

thank Joe Cooper and Bob Kent for all 

their hard work on our new tech room.  

They put secure doors and painted the 

room a lovely yellow color.  We can’t 

thank them enough! 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
SUNDAY, June 13th  

 

There will be a very important congregational meeting immediately following 
worship on Sunday, June 13th for the purpose of addressing Pastor Sharon 
Gearing's new Terms of Call.  The terms of call address the change of going from 
full time pastor of First Presbyterian Church of South Charleston to a shared 
pastoral agreement with Rock Lake Presbyterian Church.  This process has 
already been approved by both church committees, who worked on the new 
terms of call (which were approved and agreed upon by both sessions), and the 
last step before a congregational vote was approval on May 25th by the 
Committee on Ministry through the WV Presbytery.  There will be more 
information coming soon.  If you have any questions please reach out to 
committee members: Tom Titus, Bob Lilly and Cheryl Eary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Fall Semester  
 Scholarship Info and Deadline: 

 

College Scholarship Applications are available in the church office.  The 
deadline to apply for the Fall 2021 Semester is August 10th.  To receive an 
application, send an email request to Becky Smith (becky@fpcscwv.org), call 
her (304-744-2333), or stop by the church office to pick up an application.  --
The Stewardship Committee 

mailto:becky@fpcscwv.org


 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Save us, our Father, from either indifference or unseemly 
revelry in this solemn hour, lest we mock those who lie in the 
quiet places they liberated from the scourge, and their 
comrades in whose eyes are the shadowed memories of the 
horrors they saw.  Let us rather gird ourselves to finish the 
work they began, that God’s peace may yet come to all our 
troubled world. 

For the liberation of so many from the cruel hand of the oppressor, we give Thee 
thanks.  As we were wiling to make sacrifices in war, so may we be willing to 
make sacrifices to ensure a just and lasting peace.  For those who are still in 
bondage, we ask a speedy liberation. 

Make us aware of the responsibility that rests upon us to create peace in our own 
hearts, in our homes, in every association with our fellows.  Teach us that 
righteousness alone exalteth a nation.  Lead us; inspire us.  Make us Thy people to 
walk in Thy way, that this land may become in a new and deeper way, God’s own 
country.  In the name of the God of our Fathers, who is still our God, we pray.  
Amen. 

-from The Prayers of Peter Marshall 

First Presbyterian Church of South Charleston Website www.fpcscwv.org makes 
available Sunday morning worship bulletins, newsletters, Session information, and 
youth group video.  Also, posted are the Announcements for the Month, as well as 
information about upcoming mission projects and many fellowship opportunities. 

 

 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  &  DEEDS OF LOVE 
 

\\ 

 
 

Presbyterian Connections 
Child Development Center 
Bluestone Camp & Retreat Center 
Lineweaver Cottage, Davis-Stuart 
Fort Liberté, Haiti 
Eleanor Presbyterian Church 
Falls View Presbyterian, Charlton Heights 
Muruguru Church, Kagumo  Parish, Kenya 

Church Family Church Family 
Nancy Alert Marsha McIlwain 
Sandy Bays Martha Racer 
George Brown Barbara Snyder 
Ron Bryant  

Helen Cobb Care Facilities 
Bob Field Tom HainesDavid 
Hoffman Ray Hoppe           
Custer Holliday Jack Jones            
Drew McIlwain Jean Sibold         



 
 
 
 

IN PERSON WORSHIP  

Starting Sunday, June 6, at 11:00 am 

As we prepare to return to in-person worship on Sunday, June 6, the 
Session and Worship committee have put into place certain protocols for 
the first few weeks. We realize that most of you have probably been 
vaccinated (some people will have not) and precautions to protect them 
are appropriate. The Session will re-evaluate these protocols at their June 
meeting. We ask all those attending worship to:  

• Wear masks over nose and mouth.  

• Hand Sanitizer will be available as you enter the building. We 
ask that you please use it before entering the church building.  

• \Maintain appropriate social distancing. Family members may 
sit together. Please restrict any gatherings to outside.   

• While singing, please sing softly or hum.  

• Please suspend your regular practice of hugs and handshakes 
for now. We recognize how hard this is to not do, especially 
since we haven’t been together in over a year. But we ask that 
you hold off for a bit longer.  

• There will be no nursery.  

• You will be dismissed by rows – by ushers – front to back.  

• Please go directly outside.  

We plan to continue streaming our worship through YouTube and 
Facebook for those unable to attend in person.  

We look forward to seeing you in worship if you are able! 
 



 
 

I want to say “Thank you,” to all who 
continue to work tirelessly to provide our 
online worship services.  This ministry has 
enabled us to continue to give God glory, to 
meet together spiritually although physically 
apart, and to share the great news of God’s 
love with thousands of people across our 
country.  God has expanded our ministry in 
ways we never imagined.  It is an honor to 
take part in God’s work in our world. 

Rev. Sharon Gearing 
Pastor 

Mark Hornbaker 
Master of Music, Pianist and Tenor Soloist 

Sara Bender, Collin Nelson 
Vocalists 

Lisa Woo 
Worship Production Setup 

TECHNOLOGY PRODUCTION TEAM 

Cheryl Eary, Chairperson 

Sarah Halstead Boland 

Tina Amburgey Dorsey 

Lisa Woo 

 

First Presbyterian Church 
508 Second Avenue 

South Charleston, WV  25303 
PHONE:  744-2333 

FAX:  746-9948 

Ministers: 
EVERY MEMBER OF THE CONGREGATION 

Sharon Gearing, Pastor 
Mark Hornbaker, Master of Music 

Becky Smith, Office Manager 
Beverly Hughes, Custodian 

Office Hours: 

7:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
(Monday through Thursday; closed Friday) 

E-Mail Addresses: 

Sharon.gearing22@gmail.com 
becky@fpcscwv.org 

Web Address:  fpcscwv.org 

WIFI Network:  1stPresby SC – Guest 

WIFI Password:  PresbyGuest 

Elders on Session: 
 Carol Bryan Dave Long 
 Cheryl Eary Rick Smith 
 Joe Fuller Tom Titus 
 Bob Kent  
  

Trustees: 

 Hersha Brown (2021) 
 John Melton (2022) 
 Chris Luzier (2023) 

 
 

 
 


