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 “Everyday...is the day the Lord has made— Rejoice! and be glad in it!” 

 

 

We Should Honor Our Veterans 

on Veterans Day and Every Day 

(Presbyterian Mission, PC(USA), November 11, 2020) 

 

Let’s help work toward peace, goodwill, justice and 

understanding 

November 11, 2020 

Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, 

respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed. Owe no one anything, except to love 

each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. … Love does no wrong to a neighbor; 

therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. – Romans 13:7–8, 10 

I never understood the gravity of the words “Thank you for your service” until I began serving as a 

chaplain at a VA Medical Center about nine years ago. I could never have imagined that God would 

call me to ministry at the VA. Although several of my family members were/are veterans, their 

military service was not a big part of our family narrative or my frame of reference. I had generally 

aligned with a pacifist stance. In fact, I can remember crying as a 9-year-old when Operation Desert 

Storm formally began. I had not experienced our country being at war before and remember feelings 

of insecurity, grief and yearning for peace — feelings that I have felt many more times since then as 

conflicts and wars continue across the globe and our world has not yet fully experienced the peace of 

God’s reign. 

Imagine then, my surprise, when God called me — a lover of peace and hater of war — to minister to 

veterans who had been through experiences I could never fully comprehend. Imagine my surprise in 

uncovering unconscious biases I had held about service members and discovering my own 

complicity in and benefit from the reality of war. 

Ironically, I have learned much about the soul’s deep yearning for God’s peace from my work with 

veterans; in particular, those who have seen combat. Paradoxically, those who have experienced the 

true cost and moral burdens of war seem to be most qualified to imagine a world without war and to 

advocate for peace. They are prophets among us. 
 (please turn the page) 



(We Should Honor Our Veterans, continued) 

In reading about the origins of Veterans Day, I was struck that both the president and later Congress 

noted that American celebrations of the day should honor veterans by working toward peace, 

justice, goodwill and mutual understanding between nations. We honor our veterans’ service and 

sacrifice when we take this call seriously. 

In his letter to the Romans, Paul writes that Christians should render honor to those due honor and 

fulfill God’s law by loving our neighbor. How might we as Christians honor and love our neighbors 

who are veterans not just on Veterans Day but always? I think that we as a Church can do better than 

just singing patriotic hymns on American holidays or saying, “thank you for your service.” 

So how do, we, as Christians first but also as American citizens, honor our veterans? 

 We honor our veterans when we invite them to share their experiences and allow our perspectives to 

be broadened by the gift of their sharing. Our veterans’ experiences are varied and so for some, a 

thank you is meaningful, while for others it may trigger feelings of pain. We cannot know without 

creating space. Though I am not a veteran, when I visit with veterans and hear their stories, I become 

a part of their lives and they become part of mine. God is present in the loving connection and 

transformation that results from shared story. 

We honor our veterans when we stop taking for granted the freedoms and other benefits afforded to 

us by our veterans’ sacrifices. Since we all benefit from veterans’ service, it is appropriate that we 

also share in holding and accounting for the moral burden that many veterans carry. We honor our 

veterans when we gather to experience God’s healing through community. In this way, we together, 

veterans and non-veterans, become the body of Christ. 

We honor our veterans when we strive as a country to be united by our values and capable of 

working together. Many of the veterans I have worked with are feeling deep grief over divisions and 

perceived loss of values for which they had sacrificed so much. How can we, the Church, serve as a 

moral compass, promoter of justice, and model of the unity we’d like to see in our country, a unity 

that acknowledges and celebrates our differences? 

We honor our veterans by taking seriously our civic duties such as informed voting and by becoming 

educated in some of the unique challenges our veterans face. We honor our veterans by regarding 

them as prophets in the pursuit of peace and justice and by joining them in the pursuit. 

Rev. Erin Duke McArdel, MDiv., BCC, H/PC, Palliative Care and Hospice Chaplain, Puget Sound VA 

Healthcare System, Seattle 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

November 2 Zack Long 
November 7 Ann Wilburn 
November 8 Shirley White 
November 9 Jack Jones 
November 10 Sarah Miller Cockrell 
November 20 David Smith II 
November 24 Chase Boland 
November 26 Lisa Calderwood 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MUSIC MEMORIALS 

 
Unfortunately, due to COVID-19, we were not 
able to hold our annual Music Memorial 
Sunday this year. However, Dr. Hornbaker, 
Collin Nelson and Sara Bender, along with a 
few guests, have still been able to provide 
music for our Sunday morning streaming 
services. And recently, we had our first virtual 
choir performance.  So, our music program at 
FPCSC adapts and moves forward, continually 
praising our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

 
Although we will not be doing music 
memorials, you may still support our music 
program by making a donation via Tithe.ly or 
by writing a check and mailing it to the 
church, designating it for the music program. 
The Worship and Music Committee thanks 
you for all your past donations and for your 
continued support of our music ministry. We 
hope to be together again soon, “Making a 
Joyful Noise to the Lord”! 



 

The Generosity Cycle 
 

God makes us rich in every way so we can be 
generous on every occasion, which will result in 
thanksgiving to God. … God doesn’t bless us to 
provide for our own needs; he blesses us so we 
can be generous. 

--Rick Warren (based on 2 Corinthians 9:11) 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Enjoying Bluestone 
in all its FALL glory! 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Highlights from Our Annual Church Retreat to Bluestone 
 
This year’s unofficial theme was “Be safe, relax and retreat.” We had a great 
time relaxing in front of the fire, doing a shadow craft, hiking, carving 
pumpkins and playing games. 

 
We brought our own food to minimize contact with our gracious hosts Mark 
and Cheryl, and we had an over-abundance! French toast with blueberries, 
stuffed peppers, lasagna and more! Yum! 
 
Sunday morning Lisa Calderwood led us in devotions. 
 
Thank you to everyone who helped make it a great weekend! 
 



Creative Tech Team Tidbits 
BY CHERYL EARY 

 
 Our live stream team has 
been faithful in bringing forth 
services to our members.  We 

have had challenges but it has 
amazed me how God’s hand has 
been upon us by showing 
mercies and protection during 
this challenging time.   
 

 I took a month off to attend to 
some personal issues.  Upon 
returning the website is now 
updated.  I am trying to keep our 
members informed of what is 
going on at the church even 
though we are apart.   
 

 Please share our services with your family and friends.  You can do this by 
clicking the share button on Facebook during the live stream on Sunday Mornings 
and start a “watch party”.  Share the links I send by email on Sunday mornings also.  
You can share our live stream to your Facebook profile page any time.  We can work 
together in encouraging our friends to watch our church services any time.  When we 
open back up in a few months invite them to come in person.   
 

 Working with Rock Lake Presbyterian to assist in our services in Pastor Sharon’s 
absence for vacation has been a huge blessing.  Their members and Pastor Musgrave 

are very kind and gracious. 
 

 The virtual choir performance on October 24th is available on the “Watch our 
Services” page of our website.  Dr. Mark Hornbaker and our choir will be working 
hard for our Christmas Choral Presentation.  We will be including some outside help 
to pull it all together for you to enjoy and receive a special blessing during our Advent 
Season.   
 

 I hope you and your family will have a wonderful and blessed Thanksgiving.  I 
know many are not getting together due to the pandemic but we can reflect upon 
what we can be thankful for.  Prayers for safety for us all during this difficult time.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“A single grateful thought toward heaven 
is the most complete prayer.” 

--Gotthold Lessing 



Session Update 
BY JOE FULLER, Clerk of the Session 
 

If you are like a lot of people, Covid-19 makes you 
have trouble determining what day it is or when and if 
you are supposed to be somewhere. Your session 
members have the same problems but continue to 
meet regularly to conduct the business of the church.  
The October meeting was held by Zoom and we had 
near perfect attendance.    
 

Here are some highlights from that meeting: 

▪ Tina Dorsey announced a fund raiser for Bluestone.  A coupon book is being sold.  
The book contains many discounts at local restaurants and businesses.  You can 
find information about this fundraiser on Facebook or you can contact Tina. 

▪ The Administration Committee – chaired by Tom Titus – has nearly finished 
conducting reviews of the church staff. 

▪ Dave Long announced the formation of the Virtual Choir, noting that Mark 
Hornbaker had already made a video of a performance which is available on 
Facebook. 

▪ Dave Long also said that Pastor Gearing would be on Educational Leave and 
vacation for the Sundays of November 1 and November 8.  Cheryl Eary and Collin 
Nelson will lead the November 1 service and we will stream the Rock Lake 
November 8th sermon. 

▪ The session approved using $6,781.85 from the Mission Service Fund to cover 
church expenses related to Covid-19. Additional expenses for this purpose are 
expected in the future. 

▪ The session also approved $4,535.26 from the Mission Service Fund to cover the 
expenses related to the expansion of the Child Development Center. 

 

Feel free to contact your session members for any reason or to provide input to the 
governing of the church. 
 

 

Solitude as Soul Care 
By Janna Firestone 

 Richard J. Foster (Celebration of Discipline) says solitude is “more a 
state of mind and heart” than a place:  There is a solitude of the hear 
that can be maintained at all times.  Crowds, or the lack of them, have 
little to do with this inward attentiveness.” 

 Although Jesus preferred crowd-free alone times, that’s not always feasible.  But no 
matter your surroundings and responsibilities, you can carve out intentional time to “be 
still” (Psalm 46:10).  Try these tips for adding solitude to life’s rhythms: 

• Take a day.  Every month or two, enjoy a day of solitude.  Turn off your phone and 
spend the day with God. 

• Take an hour.  Treat this time as an important calendar appointment.  Keep it free to 
protect your solitude. 

• Take a minute.  Before a big meeting or as you’re answering the phone, breathe 
deeply and invite God into the moment. 



GIVE THE GIFT OF LIFE!  GIVE BLOOD! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Be safe, stay healthy, and thank you for the gift of life! 

NOVEMBER 

Tuesday, Nov. 10th    9a – 3p 

Tuesday, Nov. 17th  12p – 6p 

Tuesday, Nov. 24th    9a – 3p 



 

 

 

PRAYER DURING A PANDEMIC 

(reprinted from Marquette University) 

 

May we who are merely inconvenienced 

remember those whose lives are at stake. 

May we who have no risk factors 

remember those most vulnerable. 

May we who have the luxury of working from home 

remember those who must choose 

between preserving their health or making their rent. 

May we who have the flexibility to care for our children 

when their schools close 

remember those who have no options. 

May we who have to cancel our trips 

remember those that have no place to go. 

May we who are losing our margin money 

in the tumult of the economic market 

remember those who have no margin at all. 

May we who settle in for a quarantine at home 

remember those who have no home. 

During this time 

when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other, 

let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace of God 

to our neighbors. 

Amen. 

 
 
 



 
 

Growing 
through 

Gratitude 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Thankfulness, studies show, has 
multiple physical, mental and 
emotional benefits.  Psychologist 
Robert Emmons calls gratitude 
“fertilizer for the mind” because of 
its powerful effects. 

 He admits gratitude isn’t always 
easy – especially when life throws us 
curveballs (see the year 2020) – but 

says it can be most helpful during 
and after difficulties.  Emmons 
suggests reframing challenges using 
thankfulness-based language.  Ask, 
for example: Though I wasn’t 
grateful for the experience at the 
time, how can I be now?  What 
lessons did I learn, and how did I 
grow as a person? 

 Throughout his letters, the 
apostle Paul reframes his extensive 
sufferings and urges us to do the 
same, “Give thanks in all 
circumstances,” he writes, “for this is 
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus”   
(1 Thessalonians 5:18, NIV). 

First Presbyterian Church 
508 Second Avenue 

South Charleston, WV  25303 
PHONE:  744-2333 

FAX:  746-9948 

Ministers: 
EVERY MEMBER OF THE CONGREGATION 

Sharon Gearing, Pastor 
Mark Hornbaker, Master of Music 

Becky Smith, Office Manager 
Beverly Hughes, Custodian 

Office Hours: 

7:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
Monday through Thursday 

(Closed Friday) 

E-Mail Addresses: 

Sharon.gearing22@gmail.com 
becky@fpcscwv.org 

Web Address: 

fpcscwv.org 

WIFI Network: 

1stPresby SC – Guest 

WIFI Password: 

PresbyGuest 

Elders on Session: 
 Carol Bryan Dave Long 
 Tina Dorsey Lisa Martin 
 Joe Fuller Sandy Melton 
 Bob Kent Tom Titus  

Trustees: 

Chris Luzier (2020) 
Hersha Brown (2021) 
John Melton (2022) 



       
 

 

It’s been a hard year for camps all across the country, and Bluestone Camp & Retreat 
is no exception. Friends of Bluestone is working hard to create income to maintain 
the camp this year, and you can help! . . .  

Friends of Bluestone has partnered with SaveAround Coupon Books for a win-win 
fundraiser – you pay $20 for a coupon book (good now through the end of 2021), and 
half goes to Bluestone! After you use 3 to 5 coupons, you have paid yourself back 
that $20 investment, and from there, it is pure savings. Plus, you have the pleasure 
of knowing you helped provide needed capital for Bluestone!  

Best of all, these books are available across West Virginia and the country — 110 
cities in 38 states. These books make great gifts for friends, family, and, of course, 
Bluestone fans and supporters who no longer live close by. SaveAround Coupon 
Books have hundreds of valuable coupons for local businesses, including 
restaurants, services, retail, entertainment, recreation, and an additional 100 
coupons for national chains, all worth more than $5,000 in savings. 

Included in the cost is a downloadable app for smartphones, so you can redeem 
coupons with your phone rather than carry the book with you. In keeping with 
COVID concerns, restaurants are honoring coupons for take-out and curbside 
pickup, as well as dine-in where it is available. 

This fundraiser is an easy and rewarding way to support our beloved Bluestone 
Camp & Retreat during this challenging year! 

You can preview the book and/or order online at www.SAPayNow.com/212394, or if 
you would prefer to see a book in person and/or order through our church contact, 
please call Tina Amburgey at 304-549-5952 or e-mail her at 
tina.amburgey@gmail.com. Sales run through November 30, 2020, so get your orders 
in now! We encourage you to share this information with your friends and family 
using social media, e-mail, or in-person (socially distanced, of course). 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These are what 
the coupon books 
  look like!   → 

http://www.sapaynow.com/212394
mailto:tina.amburgey@gmail.com


 
 
 
 

Now You Can Tithe or Donate Online, Safe & Secure! 
 

We're thrilled to announce that we've made it easier to support the life and 
work of our church through online giving.  You may also support our many 
(more than 20!) community programs, regardless of where you are in the 
world.  From near or far, you can make sure your precious financial 
resources are supporting people you know and trust doing important work 
in our local, regional, national and global communities.  
 

From feeding the hungry on our doorstep to clothing children and families 
in need to delivering medicine, supplies and educational materials to our 
friends in Fort Liberté, Haiti, your financial support allows us to continue 
being just where God wants and needs us to be. 
 

To make an online contribution, simply go to our website:  fpcscwv.org 
 

Click on the “give” button on the menu bar. 
Scroll down the bottom of the page to the blue bar. 

CLICK HERE to tithe or donate using your credit card  
and follow the instructions. 

 

“The place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness 
and the world’s deep hunger meet.” 

--Frederick Buechner, Wishful Thinking: A Theological ABC 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Who Will Lead? 
 

After the people of Shechem made a poor decision about who would rule as 
their king, Gideon's son Jotham told them a parable. 
 

In Judges 9:8-15, the trees had difficulty finding a willing leader.  The olive 
tree, fig tree and grape vine all declined, saying they didn’t want to leave 
their important production jobs.  Finally, out of options, the trees asked the 
wretched, thorny bramble bush to be king. Although this wild shrub wasn’t 
welcome on anyone’s land, still it was a plant.  And it was willing to rule if 
the trees announced their allegiance.  The trees opted for the worst of the 
worst. 
 

When the most worthy, qualified people neglect to step up and lead, results 
— and morale — suffer.  Where can your expertise and passion best be put 
to use in God’s kingdom? 
 

As we plan for the coming year at First Presby, please consider serving as an 
elder and/or a committee member.  Many hands make light work! 



2020 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3   Committee Night 4 5 6 7 
 

 

 
All Saints’ Day  

Daylight-Saving Time Ends 

  

 

Election Day 

(Church Office Closed) 

   

 

 

 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
  9:30 Sunday School 

          Conference Call 

11:00 Online Worship 

          from Rock Lake  

          Presbyterian 

  7:00 Al-Anon 

   

 

 

Veterans Day 

(Church Office Closed) 

   

15 Communion Sunday 16 17 18 19 20 21 
  9:30 Sunday School 

          Conference Call 

11:00 Online Worship 

  7:00 Al-Anon 

 

 

 

7:00 Session Meeting   
Presbytery Meeting 

@ Davis & Elkins 

  

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
  9:30 Sunday School 

          Conference Call 

11:00 Online Worship 

  7:00 Al-Anon 

    

 

Have a Blessed 

Thanksgiving! 

  

29  1st Sunday of Advent 30      
  9:30 Sunday School 

          Conference Call 

11:00 Online Worship 

  7:00 Al-Anon  

 

 

 

     

 


