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 Called to Be Disciples 
 Ecclesia Reformate, Semper Reformanda 

   The Lord’s Day             June 14, 2020 

 
Prelude  

 
Welcome & Announcements 

If you are new to the First Presbyterian Church of South Charleston, welcome! 
 

Chiming of the Hour  
 

Call to Worship:   
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: What shall I return to the Lord for all his bounty to me? 
People: I will lift up the cup of salvation 
 and call upon the name of the Lord. 
Leader: In the name of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
People: Let us worship God. 

 
Morning Prayer:   

Almighty God, you have called us to serve you, yet without your grace we are 
unable to please you.  Mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may in all things 
direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
* Hymn “When Morning Gilds the Skies” No. 487 
 
* Prayer of Reconciliation: 

Almighty and merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left 
undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength.  
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  In your mercy forgive what we 
have been, help us amend what we are, and direct what we shall be, so that we 
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

* Assurance of Forgiveness 
 



* The Gloria Patri:  No. 577 
Glory be to the Father, to the Son and the Holy Ghost! 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. Amen. 
 

* Passing the Peace: 
   The Peace of Christ be with you 

 And also with you 
 Please greet your brothers and sisters with the peace of Christ. 

 
Time with Our Children  Rev. Sharon Gearing 

 
Sharing Our Joys and Concerns 

 
Prayers of the People:  

Gracious and Loving God, whose vision spans all the ages of the earth, help us to 
see beyond this moment and to embrace the wider perspective of your whole 
creation.  Deliver us from hatred, cruelty, and revenge, and lead us into a way of 
love and justice that makes room for all people.  Hear our prayers this morning 
for friends and loved ones in need of your healing grace and bless them with it.  
In Jesus’ Name we pray. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.      
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
Anthem  

 
Scripture Reading Matthew 16:13-20 Page 850 

 
Sermon  “God’s Rock” Rev. Sharon Gearing 
 (based on Barbara Brown Taylor’s sermon in Seeds of Heaven) 

 
* Hymn “God Whose Giving Knows No Ending” No. 422 
 



*Affirmation of Faith  “The Apostle’s Creed” (Traditional) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he 
ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

* Gathering Our Tithes and Gifts 
Offertory  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
* Prayer of Dedication 

 

* Hymn “We All Are One in Mission” No. 435 

 

* Benediction   
 

Postlude   

 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

The work of the church continues during this national pandemic.  As you can imagine, 
church finances are affected by the cancellation of public worship and the economic 
impact of the crisis.   

Donations may be  

(1) Mailed to the church office at 508 Second Avenue, South  
Charleston, WV 25303;  

(2) You can set Bill Pay through your bank for automatic  
withdrawal; or  

(3) You can give online from the church’s website:  fpcscwv.org.  To give online just go to 
the church’s website: fpcscwv.org and click on the “GIVE” button on the top 
righthand corner of the page.  This will take you to our Giving Page where there are 
step-by-step instructions on how to make gifts to the church through Tithe.ly.   

If you have any questions, please call Becky in the church office @ 304-744-2333 or Cheryl 
Eary at 304-347-0401. 

P.S. While the church campus is closed, we continue to check  
 mail and receive voicemails from the church office phone. 



 

 

Our Christian Sympathy and Support to: 

The Family & Friends of Bea McElhinny 
who passed away June 8, 2020 

 

Rick & Lora Hayes and Family 
upon the death of Lora’s brother, Samuel Higginbotham. 

 

Owen & Martha Walker and Family 
upon the death of Martha’s father, Otis Stiwinter 

We rejoice in the assurance of eternal life that is ours in Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Church Family Care Facilities Presbyterian Connections 

George Brown Bob Eads Child Development Center 
Helen Cobb Bob Field Bluestone Camp & Retreat Center 
Lora Hayes Tom Haines Lineweaver Cottage, Davis-Stuart 
David Hoffman Ray Hoppe Fort Liberté, Haiti 
Custer Holliday Jack Jones Church of Our Saviour, ClarksburgDrew 
McIlwain Bea McElhinny Old Stone Presbyterian Church, Lewisburg 
Marsha McIlwain Pat Snyder St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, Pinch 
Martha Racer  Gatitu Church, Riamukurwe Parish, Kenya 
Barbara Snyder   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

First Presbyterian Church of South Charleston Website www.fpcscwv.org makes 
available Sunday morning worship bulletins, newsletters, Session information, and 
youth group video.  Also, posted are the Announcements for the Month, as well as 
information about upcoming mission projects and many fellowship opportunities. 

 

 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  &  DEEDS OF LOVE 
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In this time of social distancing in a world-wide crisis, let’s join together, 
wherever you are, in prayer each day at 1:00 PM for one minute (or more).  
During this One Minute at One we can unite our hearts together in prayer for 
our church, our community and our world. 

In a time of great anxiety, the Bible offers a spiritual prescription.              
The Apostle Paul says in Philippians 4, “Don’t be anxious about anything; 
rather, bring up all of your requests to God in your prayers and petitions, 
along with giving thanks.  Then the peace of God that exceeds all 
understanding will keep your hearts and minds safe in Christ Jesus.”  
(Philippians 4:6-7) 

During our One Minute at One this week, here are five prayer prompts 
outlined with the acronym FAITH: 

• Faith in Christ to overcome fear by power, love and self-discipline          

(2 Tim. 1:7); 

• Attitudes and policies that affirm equality and justice for all; 

• Infections of COVID-19 to diminish world-wide; 

• Transitions to group gatherings to be managed carefully and respectfully;   

• Hope, joy and peace for God’s people by the power of the Holy Spirit 

(Rom. 15:13). 

We are praying for you and hope you experience God’s grace and goodness 
this week!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

I want to say “Thank you,” to all who 
continue to work tirelessly to provide our 
online worship services.  This ministry has 
enabled us to continue to give God glory, to 
meet together spiritually although physically 
apart, and to share the great news of God’s 
love with thousands of people across our 
country.  God has expanded our ministry in 
ways we never imagined.  It is an honor to 
take part in God’s work in our world. 

Rev Sharon Gearing 
Pastor 

Sarah Halstead Boland 
Videographer 

Mark Hornbaker 
Master of Music, Pianist and Tenor Soloist 

Sarah Bender, Andrea Elkins, Collin Nelson 
Guest Musicians 

Cheryl Eary 
Offsite Technology Consultant 

Lisa Woo 
Projection Coordinator 

 

First Presbyterian Church 
508 Second Avenue 

South Charleston, WV  25303 
PHONE:  744-2333 

FAX:  746-9948 

Ministers: 
EVERY MEMBER OF THE CONGREGATION 

Sharon Gearing, Pastor 
Mark Hornbaker, Master of Music 

Lisa Calderwood, Youth Leader 
Becky Smith, Office Manager 
Beverly Hughes, Custodian 

Office Hours: 

7:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
(Monday through Thursday; closed Friday) 

E-Mail Addresses: 

Sharon.gearing22@gmail.com 
becky@fpcscwv.org 

Web Address: 

fpcscwv.org 
WIFI Network:  1stPresby SC – Guest 

WIFI Password: PresbyGuest 

Elders on Session: 
 Carol Bryan Dave Long 
 Tina Dorsey Lisa Martin 
 Cheryl Eary Sandy Melton 
 Joe Fuller Tom Titus 
 Bob Kent  

Trustees: 

Chris Luzier (2020) 
Hersha Brown (2021) 
John Melton (2022) 


