
 
What’s Happening at First Presbyterian Church 
 
Oakhurst Child Development Center has opened as of June 1.  The classes are small, 
as many parents are still working from home.  We expect attendance to grow 
gradually. Things are going fairly smoothly as we adjust to new procedures.  Staff 
members greet parents and children at the door.  Parents do not enter the building.  
Teachers take the children to their respective classrooms.  Staff wear masks when 
they are in the hallways, and are maintaining safe distancing as much as possible.  The 
children do not wear masks because of their young ages.  Classes stay in their own 
rooms throughout the day, including during lunch.  Only one class plays on the 
playground at a time.  
 
For everyone’s protection, please wear a mask when you enter the building and keep 
it on until you exit, unless you are alone. 
 
For your protection, we have designated certain “Church Activity Zones.”  Classrooms 
of children do not use or walk through these areas.  These include the Sanctuary, B 
Street entrance and stairways, the main entrance area and narthex, the parlor and 
Mizpah rooms.  This is in preparation for when we do open up for more activity 
and/or worship.   
 
We have a new custodian, Beverly Hughes.  She cleans 5pm to 9pm., Monday – 
Friday.  She just started yesterday, but so far she is doing an excellent job.  She is 
disinfecting the main areas every day after the children leave.  If you come by the 
church while she is here, please introduce yourself.   
 
I am now working at the church much of the time.  I am currently using my office, but 
we hope to find a safer, temporary place for me to work during COVID.  It’s important 
that I stay healthy so that we can continue our online worship.  Having an office right 
in the middle of the daycare is too risky, so the session and I are working on finding a 
safer location.  We will let you know when I move my location.  (It will be a temporary 
move.  I love my current office too much to leave it!) 
 
Becky has continued to work in her office.  With the day care back, she is keeping her 
door closed, so please knock when you want to enter. For her protection she will be 
placing a Plexiglas barrier on the front of her desk once it arrives.   
 
Pastor Sharon 

June PresbyPress 
“Everyday...is the day the Lord has made— Rejoice! and be glad in it!” 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER IS COMING BACK… 
SLOWLY AND CAREFULLY 

The CDC is planning to open on June 1.  Bonnie is talking to the Kanawha-Charleston Health Department 
and our state licensing department frequently and is keeping up with everything that is changing almost 
daily.  We plan to take every precaution possible to prevent any Covid 19 cases.  All our staff have been 
tested and cleared by the Health Department. 

We expect our enrollment to be low when we first open which will mean we open gradually.   We, the 
church and the CDC, are in the process of looking for a custodian.  This person’s duties will be cleaning and 
disinfecting daily.  The teachers will continue cleaning their rooms, as they have always done.   

These are some of the precautions we are taking: 

• All children’s temperatures will be taken before they enter the building.  Any child having a higher 
than normal temperature will be sent home.   

• Parents will not be allowed past the foyer. 

• All staff’s temperatures will be taken before entering the building.   

• All staff will wear masks when entering the building and when in the hallways. 

• We will have designated “daycare areas” and “church areas”  

• No daycare staff or children will use the B street entrance.   

WE ARE TAKING EVERY PRECAUTION WE CAN TO KEEP CHILDREN, STAFF AND CHURCH MEMBERS SAFE AS 
WE NEGOTIATE THESE DIFFICULT TIMES. 

Sandy Melton 
Chair, First Presbyterian Oakhurst Child Development Center Board 
 



Session Update 
By Joe Fuller, Clerk of the Session 

 
Despite the Covid 19 crisis, 
Pastor Gearing and the 
session continue to go about 
the business of running the 
church.  The May session 
meeting was the third 
straight month in which 
Zoom was used to facilitate a 
virtual meeting.   
 

Here are some of the highlights: 
 

• The church continues efforts to buy and install signage 

for the exterior of the building 

• The CDC (Child Development Center) expects to reopen 
in early June 

• The CDC was approved for a $75,000 loan from the 
Small Business Administration Payroll Protection to 
assist in paying staff salaries while the center is closed. 

• Session will continue working on the decision of when to 
reopen the church. 

• The Property Committee is working on ways to keep 
staff, visitors, and congregants safe from Covid when 
the Daycare and Church reopen. 

• Pastor Gearing and others continue to work with Rock 
Lake Presbyterian on ways to engage in joint ministry. 

• David Smith resigned as custodian.  Pastor Gearing, the 
Property Committee, and the Administration committee 
are working on finding a replacement. 

• Treasurer Bob Lilly reported that the church continues 
to have a deficit.   

• The trustees reported that the stock market decline 
after the pandemic started has caused a decline in the 
church’s investments.  The financial advisers have urged 
the church to “stay the course”. 

 
We would like to encourage you to continue to pay pledges, 
tithes, and donations – despite the church being closed.  The 
need to pay salaries and utilities continues. 
 
We also encourage you to contact someone on the session if 
you have questions, if you have comments, if you need 
pastoral care, or if you know someone who needs of 
pastoral care. 

First Presbyterian Church 
508 Second Avenue 

South Charleston, WV  25303 
PHONE:  744-2333 

FAX:  746-9948 

Ministers: 
EVERY MEMBER OF THE CONGREGATION 

Sharon Gearing, Pastor 
Mark Hornbaker, Master of Music 

Lisa Calderwood, Youth Leader 
Becky Smith, Office Manager 

Office Hours: 

7:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
(Monday through Thursday; closed Friday) 

E-Mail Addresses: 

Sharon.gearing22@gmail.com 
becky@fpcscwv.org 

Web Address: 

fpcscwv.org 

WIFI Network: 

1stPresby SC – Guest 

WIFI Password: 

PresbyGuest 

Elders on Session: 
 Carol Bryan Dave Long 
 Tina Dorsey Lisa Martin 
 Cheryl Eary Sandy Melton Joe Fuller Tom Titus 
 Bob Kent  

Trustees: 

Chris Luzier (2020) 
Hersha Brown (2021) 

John Melton 



Tidbits from Our Tech Team 
 

Ready, Camera, Action! 

 This is what happens behind the camera during each of our 
Sunday Morning Live stream to Facebook and our church’s 
website.  Each week we learn something new and each week we 
do better!  Our live stream team consists of Pastor Sharon, Dr. 
Mark Hornbaker (who coordinates the music each week), Sarah 
Halstead (who manages the camera and who is our director), 
and Lisa Woo (who cleans all the microphones and surfaces and 
sets up the stage).  Lisa now manages the screen slides. She also 
came up with the idea with Sharon of the children’s time during 
the service.  Cheryl Eary manages the social media on Facebook 
and our website during the services and also during the week.  
Collin Nelson serves as both liturgist, hymn singer, and soloist.  
Sarah Bender is the female singer and soloist.  Both Collin and 
Sarah have been so faithful in their service to the Lord.  Mark, 
Collin, and Sarah plus our musical guests have been a huge 
blessing to us all. 

 Even though we cannot be there as a congregation you can 
still be a part of our ministry using social media! 

• When the live stream begins on Facebook, click the “share” hyperlink at the bottom of the 
video.  This will open to the choices drop list.  Choose “start a watch party”.  This allows you to 
share with all your Facebook Friends!  You would be surprised at the folk who will join us.   

• In the comment section say “hi” to others that have joined!  Welcome them to our service and 
say you are glad they are here! 

• If there are those that are home bound or have difficulty watching the services in our 
congregation, reach out to them and offer a helping hand. 

• Share our posts from Facebook to your personal page so your friends can see what is happening 
with our live stream services, links to website and links to our bulletin.   

• People watch from several venues.  I know it may say sometimes 29 watching but when we are 
done Facebook will tally all modes of watching the live stream and actually at times there are 
320 people.   

• We are pleased to announce that Facebook has added Closed Captioning for viewers with 
hearing impairments! 

Thank you for encouraging us each week with your words and feedback!   

God Bless You!   

God’s faithfulness is unfailing to us even when the world changes rapidly! 
Cheryl Eary 

(photo credit Lisa Woo) 



Christian Education Committee Update 
 
Throughout this unique quarantine time, Christian 
Education Committee members have provided and 
continue to provide Christian Education opportunities each 
week for our children, youth, and members of all ages to 
get together and “play in place.” Youth Director Lisa 
Calderwood hosts lessons and activities via Zoom each 
Sunday at 3:30 p.m. and Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.   So far, 
during these virtual Play-in-Place events, we have danced 
together, participated in scavenger hunts, sang karaoke, 
played Easter Bingo, had story time and sang songs with Mr. 
Mark (Nelson), and created one-of-a-kind drawings. Our 
very own Ellie Cole even hosted a scavenger hunt for us last 
week!  
 
The Play-in-Place meeting ID and password are the same for 
every event. If you would like the login information for Play-
in-Place activities or would like directions on how to use 
Zoom to attend, please contact Lisa or me, and we will get 
you connected!  
 
This weekend, Lisa and I will be delivering Pentecost packets 
to our families with young children and youth, just in time 
for a special Pentecost-themed Play-in-Place event via 
Zoom on Sunday, May 31st at 3:30 p.m. 
 
We are currently working on a virtual Vacation Bible School 
(VBS) event for July 6-8 and will be sure to let everyone 
know as soon as possible what the final plan is and how you 
might be able to help!  
 
We have cancelled the annual Youth Yard Sale, which was 
scheduled to take place on Saturday, June 6th. We would 
like to reschedule it for later in the summer (possibly August 
or September) but are waiting to see how things go in the 
coming weeks before we make any decisions. 
 
As always, if you have any ideas for fun ways to provide Christian Education opportunities for our members 
and the community, please contact Lisa Calderwood or me, or better yet, join our Committee! Our next 
meeting is scheduled for Thursday, June 4th at 6:00 p.m. I will be sending out a Zoom meeting invitation in 
the coming week.  If you would like to be added to that invite, please let me know!  
 
Peace in Christ,  
 
Tina Amburgey, Chair 
Christian Education Committee



Introducing Meagan Johnson,  
Writer/Blogger 

 

My name is Meagen Johnson and, if you have 
seen me at church (which feels like forever 
ago), you typically see me with my three sons!  
Liam is 8, Lucas is 6, and Levi is 3.  We moved 
to the Charleston area last June, attended 
Vacation Bible School in July (thank you Lisa 
Calderwood for inviting us), and have been 
attending First Presbyterian of South 
Charleston fairly regularly since then.  

Since quarantine began, I realized my sons and I could not stay in the house forever.  Homeschooling was 
overwhelming at first, my sons had a lot of energy and were adjusting to a totally new schedule, my 
husband began working from home, and everything felt totally different. I am definitely not trying to 
complain and we completely respect and understand the rules of social distancing, but we needed a way to 
get out and explore.  So, on nice days we began to hike.  Most of the time I told the boys it was going to be 

their “science lesson” for the day!        

After realizing how much I enjoyed getting outside and exploring with my family, I began documenting our 
little day trips.  I started a blog called Mountain Mama Travels and it is my hope that others can find new, 
safe places to explore.  

Whenever it is not raining, I grab the family, take a camera, and we find a new trail to explore.  Then I write 
about it!  It’s one of the few things we can do right now.  We have come to love it and plan to spend the 
rest of the summer exploring.  If I am learning anything from this quarantine experience, it is that our family 
does not need to have our calendar packed with activities.  We are taking a break, reflecting on this time 
together, and realizing that there are certain aspects of our life that we do not want to return to (for 
example, a packed schedule with no room for family time).  Some days are really hard.  We miss friends and 
family.  But when things do return to 
“normal,” we will add activities to our 
calendar that truly matter to us, and leave 
room for exploring and being together as a 
family.  

I hope you check out my blog at 
www.mountainmamatravels.com and find 
some joy in it!  If you explore any of the 
trails, please let me know!  The picture to 
the right is of Cathedral Falls. As you can 
imagine, my sons had an amazing time 
attempting to climb it…and I had an 

interesting time chasing after them!        

Meagan-- 

http://www.mountainmamatravels.com/


 
 
 
 

Now You Can Tithe or Donate Online, Safe & Secure! 
 

We're thrilled to announce that we've made it easier to support the life and work of our church 
through online giving.  You may also support our many (more than 20!) community programs, 
regardless of where you are in the world.  From near or far, you can make sure your precious 
financial resources are supporting people you know and trust doing important work in our local, 
regional, national and global communities.  
 

From feeding the hungry on our doorstep to clothing children and families in need to delivering 
medicine, supplies and educational materials to our friends in Fort Liberté, Haiti, your financial 
support allows us to continue  being just where God wants and needs us to be. 
 

To make an online contribution, simply go to our website:  fpcscwv.org 
 

Click on the “give” button on the menu bar. 
Scroll down the bottom of the page to the blue bar. 
CLICK HERE to tithe or donate using your credit card  

and follow the instructions. 

 
“The place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness 

and the world’s deep hunger meet.” 

--Frederick Buechner, Wishful Thinking: A Theological ABC 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

June 3 Hersha Brown 

June 10 Dottie Calderwood 

June 10 Marsha Miller 

June 12 Barry Williamson 

June 17 Linda Good 

June 21 Carolyn Adams 

June 22 Lora Hayes 

June 23 Polly Taylor 

June 24 Cheryl Eary 

June 29 Maggie Cobb 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please Note… 
 

Someone has left some games and 
jackets in the Parlor.  Please come and 
get them.  They have been here since 
the shut-down. You have probably been 
missing them in this time at home. 



 

June 2020 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
7:00 Worship &  
        Music 
 

2 3 4 5 
 
 
 
 
 

6 

7 
11:00 Online Worship 
  3:30 Online Youth 
  7:00 Al-Anon 
 
 

8 
 

9 
Committee 
Meetings 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
 

         14 
11:00 Online Worship 
  3:30 Online Youth 
  7:00 Al-Anon 
 
 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
 

Happy Father’s Day!        21 

11:00 Online Worship 
  3:30 Online Youth 
  7:00 Al-Anon 
 
 

22 
 

23 
7:00 Session Mtg. 
         via Zoom 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
11:00 Online Worship 
  3:30 Online Youth 
  7:00 Al-Anon 
 
 

29 
 

30 
 

    

 

 


