
Fi rst Presbyterian Church 
South Charleston, West Virginia 

“Everyday...is the day the Lord has made— Rejoice! and be glad in it!” 

 
 

God’s Holy People 
by Ann Weems, in Searching for Shalom 

 

Here we are, you and I, 

 Called to be God’s Holy People. 

You say you’re not the holy type, 

 But I’m not talking about religious ritual,  

And the last thing I mean is self-righteousness! 

 

Jesus chastised the self-righteous, 

 The ones who spent their days doing religious things,  

The ones who spent so much time in religious ritual  

 That they didn’t have time for tenderheartedness. 

 

I’m not talking about them; 

 I’m talking about us. 

I’m talking about paying attention  

 To the things Jesus taught people, 

  Ordinary people, people like you, people like me… 

Look at the disciples: ordinary people 

 Called to follow, 

  Called to be God’s Holy People, 

Called to live in this world with tender hearts. 

Live holy lives . . . impossible? 

That old woman Sarah thought it impossible  

 To have a child . . . 

The lepers thought it impossible  

to be healed . . . 

the disciples thought it impossible 

 to feed five thousand with two loaves and 

  five fishes . . . 

Mary and Martha thought it impossible 

 That their brother Lazarus was alive . . . 

The lame thought it impossible to walk . . . 

The blind thought it impossible to see . . . 

 

Here we are, ordinary people, 

 Called to be the Holy People of God. 

If you have eyes to see and ears to hear, 

 See and hear God’s holiness in your life.  
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From the Pastor 

I’ve been thinking about 

and praying for you, 

God’s people lately, and 

then I came across this 

poem by Ann Weems.  

We often doubt that we 

can do great things, but 

God reminds us time 

and again that it is God 

who does wondrous 

things through us.  All 

we have to do is be 

willing to allow God to 

work in and through us. 

What miracle does God 

want to do through you 

today?  What will you do 

to enable God to 

perform a miracle 

through you? 

May the Peace of Christ 

be in you and work 

through you.  

Pastor Sharon 



Our Peace & Global Witness 
Offering enables the church to 
promote the peace of Christ by 
addressing the systems of 
injustice within our own 
communities and across the 
world. 

 

We will receive  
this Offering 

Sunday 
October 3rd 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Pastor Appreciation Month! 
 

 

Did you know that October is Pastor Appreciation Month? 

Many people have complex relationships with their pastors because 

faith, church and God involve a mix of emotions. We have particular 

ideas about church practices, congregational priorities, the minister’s 

use of time, money, authority and more.  But most pastors are deeply 

devoted to Christ and believe that God has called them to serve in a 

certain place. They have the best of intentions and work hard to share 

the good news of the gospel. So, in honor of Pastor Appreciation 

Month in October, consider the following: 

God doesn't call the qualified; he qualifies the called. 

Your pastor may need time to learn and develop certain skills. 

(Everyone does!)  Bless pastors with your patience. 

We don't change the message; the message changes us. 

You probably won’t like all your pastor’s sermons or newsletter 

columns. But instead of complaining, ponder that something may rub 

you the wrong way because God is trying to change you.  Keep an 

open mind and heart. 

If a church wants a “better” pastor, it just needs to pray for the one 

it has. 

Pray often and caringly for your pastors, church leaders and their 

families. The role is challenging, so support them spiritually and ask 

God to reveal his love and grace to these special servants. 

Please take a moment to send Pastor Sharon a card, a note, or an 

email letting her know how she has been a blessing to you! 

 

 
 

 

Learning from Autumn Leaves 
by MaryAnn Sundby  

Every fall, I marvel at the beautiful leaves, studying the intricate shapes and God’s 

creative colorful displays.  Despite its deterioration, the foliage reveals splendor – 

mere months after bursting out in spring and providing summer shade. 

I often think I’m like an autumn leaf.  Through many seasons, God has transformed 

me from a self-absorbed person to one who trusts his steadfast promises.  Winter 

is approaching for me too.  Yet the Holy Spirit keeps molding me to reflect God’s 

goodness and beauty.  During the autumn of my life, I pray that God helps me 

embrace changing seasons while reflecting his love and light to all. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, October 3rd 
4:00 pm 

Little Creek Park -- Shelter #2 

   Fun, games, and special music! 
   Bring your own meal & dessert 

   Drinks will be provided 

Everyone is invited! 
 

 

 

The Meaning of Stewardship 

• The meaning of Stewardship is more than financial.  

• The Church needs your participation in projects and events as well as 

worship services. 

• Members will be receiving letters regarding this year’s financial campaign with the hope you will 

contribute. 

• YOUR CHURCH participates in many ways and programs to better people’s lives. 

• Please consider supporting our ministry in any ways you are able. 

• It is wonderful to make a difference in a person’s life. 

• The Missions we participate in or support, including the Child Development Center, do this. 

PLEASE JOIN YOUR FELLOW MEMBERS TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE COMING MONTHS. 



 
 

 

 

YOU’RE INVITED TO JOIN US! 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 17TH 
FELLOWSHIP HALL 

LET’S SHARE A DELICIOUS MEAL WITH FRIENDS  

FOLLOWING MORNING WORSHIP 

Spaghetti & Meat Sauce 

Salad, Garlic Bread, Drinks & Dessert 

Hosted by the Missions Committee 

~ There is no charge for dinner ~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What God is like 

Before her death in 2019, Rachel Held Evans started writing a book with her young children in mind.  

The goal was to help them explore images for God, who is love.  What is God Like? (co-authored by 

Matthew Turner) acknowledges, “That’s a very big question, one that people from places all around 

the world have wondered about since the beginning of time.”  The book highlights such biblical 

images for God as an eagle, a shepherd, a fort, wind, an artist, a ‘strong and safe” mother, and a 

“gentle and safe” father. 

Just as Evans remained open to questions as a means to grow in faith, her book concludes:  “Keep 

searching.  Keep wondering. … But whenever you aren’t sure what God is like, think about what 

makes you feel safe … brave … loved.  That’s what God is like.?  What images for God come to your 

mind?  Indeed, what is God like – for you? 



NUTURING FAITH IDEAS  

from the Presbytery of West Virginia 

October 3 – Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost/Proper 22:  Read Mark 10:2-16 

Jesus told the disciples that whoever does not receive the kingdom as a little child will never enter it.  We must 

disregard our goals of fame and fortune and turn to God as powerless children.  How do you need to change 

your thinking to make this happen? 

October 10 – Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost/Proper 23:  Read Mark 10:17-31 

It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of 

God.  Wealth and honor will not get you into the kingdom.  How do you prioritize your need for wealth and 

your desire to enter the kingdom of God? 

October 17 – Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost/Proper 24:  Read Job 38:1-7 

Job has suffered greatly, and his friends give advice.  Elihu puts Job in his place, so to speak, declaring his 

unworthiness to question God.  God’s response is a rebuke to Elihu and friends who speak without knowledge.  

Job, in his anguish, yells at God; do you ever do the same?  How does God respond? 

October 24 – Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost/Proper 25:  Read Mark 10:46-52 

Jesus heals Bartimaeus’ eyesight because of the faith with which he shouted out to Jesus, and he becomes a 

follower of Jesus.  Bartimaeus did not fear the rebukes of the disciples but continued to call out in faith.  How 

can you and your family work to strengthen your faith, considering your trials and suffering, so you can call 

upon Jesus for help? 

October 31 – Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost/Proper 26:  Read Mark 12:25-34 

Although Jesus is often critical of scribes, this one agrees with the most important commandments necessary 

to be a follower:  Love God and your neighbor.  How do you live out these commandments in your everyday 

life? 

November 7 – Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost/Proper 27:  Read Mark 12:38-44 

This month, we turn our thoughts to giving thanks and stewardship.  Jesus reminds us of the importance of 

giving not out of our abundance, but out of our poverty.  What does this mean to you, and how will this affect 

your offerings to the church? 

November 14 – Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost/Proper 28:  Read Mark 13:1-8 

These verses are warnings of things to come, and false leaders are of concern.  Jesus said, “Do not let them 

lead you astray.”  How are you led astray by the leaders we encounter in our lives?  Create a plan to counteract 

this temptation. 

November 21 – Christ the King/Reign of Christ Sunday:  Read John 18:33-37 

On this Christ the King Sunday, we find Jesus confronted by Pilate, who wants to know if Jesus is indeed the 

king of the Jews.  How do you answer this question in your own life?  Is Jesus your King?  If so, how do you 

honor your King? 

November 28 – First Sunday of Advent:  Read Luke 21:25-36 

As we enter this Advent Season, our Scripture passage speaks of signs of the coming of the Son of Man in a 

cloud with power and glory.  How do you visualize this scene depicted in the Scripture passage?  Draw a 

picture with your family to depict His coming.



 

Oct 2 Carly Cole 

Oct 3 Becky Smith 

Oct 4 Bailey Johnson 

Oct 9 Barbara Cruickshank 

Oct 17 Bryce Johnson 

Oct 20 Bill Kimmons 

Oct 25 George Brown 

Oct 30 Janet Williamson 

 

Aw-fall! 
Share some laughs — or groans — with these autumn-themed jokes: 

• What did the tree say to autumn? “Leaf me alone!” 

• What did one autumn leaf say to another? “I’m falling for you.” 

• How do you fix a broken pumpkin? With a pumpkin patch. 

• Why are trees very forgiving? Because in the fall they “let it go” and in the spring 

they “turn over a new leaf.” 

• How do leaves get from place to place? With autumn-mobiles. 

• What’s the ratio of a pumpkin’s circumference to its diameter? Pumpkin pi. 

SUNDAY  MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   

  1 2 

World Communion        3 

10:30   Sunday School 

           Conference Call 

11:30 Livestream Worship 

  7:00   Al-Anon 

4 
 

 

 

 

 

5 
  

6 
 

  

7 
  

8 
 

 

 

9 
 

 

10 

10:30   Sunday School 

           Conference Call 

11:30 Livestream Worship 

  7:00   Al-Anon 

Columbus Day   11 
 

 
 

 

Church Office Closed 

12 
 

 

 

13 
  

14 
 

 

15 
 

 

 

16 

 

17 

10:30  Sunday School 

           Conference Call 

11:30  Livestream Worship 

12:35  Luncheon for All 

  7:00  Al-Anon 

18 

 

 

19 
 

 

20 
   

21 
 

 

 

22 
 

 

23 
 

 

24 

10:30  Sunday School 

           Conference Call 

11:30  Livestream Worship 

  7:00  Al-Anon 

25 
 

 7:00  Worship & Music 

          Committee 

26 
 

 6:00 Session Meeting 

27 

 

28 29 
 

 

30 
 

 

31 

10:30  Sunday School 

          Conference Call 

11:30 Livestream Worship 

  7:00   Al-Anon 

      


