
First 
Presbyterian Church 
January 3, 2021 • 11:00 am 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Called to Be Disciples 
Ecclesia Reformate, Semper Reformanda 

The Lord’s Day             December 20, 2020 
 

Prelude 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 If you are new to the First Presbyterian Church of South Charleston, welcome! 
 

Call to Worship:   

Leader: O come, let us worship the Lord  
 and consider what wondrous things God has done: 

People: The Magi who study the heavens follow a guiding star! 

Leader: O come, let us worship the Lord 
 and consider what wondrous things God has done: 
People: The people who live in the shadows see a glorious light! 

Leader: O come, let us worship the Lord 
 and consider what wondrous things God has done: 
People: The Christ who embodies the Word unveils the hidden plan, 
 making us joint heirs of the promises of salvation!  

Leader: O come, let us worship the Lord, 
People: for God has done wondrous things! 

 

Morning Prayer:   

God of all nations, peoples and cultures, this is the day you have made bright 
with your light and your love destined for all.  Guide us in the ways of your 
Son.  Let your kindly light shine everywhere, that all peoples may praise you.  
We ask this in the name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior.  Amen. 

 

* Hymn “We Three Kings of Orient Are” Hymn No. 66 
 

* Prayer of Reconciliation:  (inspired by 1 John 3:1-3) 

Leader: We let our hearts grow cold and dark to match the weather, 
 rather than face our transgressions. 
People: In the cold, dim winter, God’s light is hard to see. 
Leader: We long to hear God’s message to unburden our hearts. 
All: God calls us to repentance and offers us the light of Christ. 



* Assurance of Forgiveness 
 
* The Gloria Patri:  No. 577 

Glory be to the Father, to the Son and the Holy Ghost! 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. Amen. 

 
* Passing the Peace:  
   The Peace of Christ be with you 

 And also with you 
 Please greet your brothers and sisters with the peace of Christ. 
 
Time with Our Children  Rev. Sharon Gearing 
 
Sharing Our Joys and Concerns 
 
Prayers of the People:  

Loving God, hear our prayers today for all who are grieving the loss of loved 
ones. Comfort them. Hear our prayers for those who are ill, live with a 
disability or chronic condition, or are recovering from surgery. Bring your 
healing and strength. We lament the suffering faced by so many in our 
world—from war, danger, poverty, disease, racism, polluted water. We ask 
that you restore life and justice 

 
The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
Anthem  

 
Scripture Reading Matthew 5:14-16  
 
Sermon  “You Are the Light” Rev. Sharon Gearing 
 

* Hymn “What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright” No. 68 



The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

God be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to our God. 

All glory and honor are yours, Almighty creator.  We praise you for forming this 
magnificent world from nothing, for creating us in your image, breathing life into 
us and placing us in this world. 

As a parent you gather us to you, teaching us how to live in your love. 

When we turned away from your way, you sent the prophets to call us back.   

You have called leaders in every time to bring us back into your loving embrace. 

In Jesus you came to live among us.  On earth he was living bread to feed our 
hunger, and living water to quench our thirst for you.  He showed us how you 
want us to live: eating with sinners, healing the sick, reaching out to the 
unloved. 

He called followers to learn his way to carry your Word to the world. 

He suffered persecution, torture and death, but then he rose to new life that we 
might know your eternal love and hope. 

Merciful God, by your Spirit, bless us and make us holy.  Be present in your gifts of 
wine and bread so that we are all united with each other and with you.  In 
communion with all the faithful in heaven and on earth, fulfill in us and in all 
creation the purpose of your redeeming love.  Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 
 
Passing the Bread and Cup 
 
Prayer 
 

* Hymn “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” No. 29 
 
* Benediction  

 

Postlude 
 
 



Thank You 
 

We would like to thank all those who contributed to this year’s staff 
Christmas Gift.  We greatly appreciate your generosity and look forward to 
serving you in the New Year. 
 

 − Sharon Gearing, Mark Hornbaker, and Becky Smith 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Church Family Church Family Presbyterian Connections 
Sandy Bays Martha Racer Child Development Center 
George Brown Barbara Snyder Bluestone Camp & Retreat Center 
Helen Cobb  Lineweaver Cottage, Davis-Stuart 

Bob Field Care Facilities s Fort Liberté, Haiti 
David Hoffman Tom Haines DuPont City Presbyterian Church, 
BelleCuster Holliday Ray Hoppe Hughes River Presbyterian Church, Cairo 
Drew McIlwain Jack Jones Kangaita Church + Youth Polytech, 
Marsha McIlwain Jean Sibold Gaaki Parish, Kenya 
   
 

Please pray for the following members who are in need of prayers: 

• Jim Martin's son and Leslie Anderson's step-son, Michael, who is recovering from a 
kidney transplant. 

• George and Hersha Brown.  They are preparing for him to have dialysis at home. 

• Cheryl Eary’s friend, Glenna Chambers, who is suffering from multiple health issues.  
Due to a lack of critical care beds in local hospitals (due to Covid) she is being 
moved from CAMC-Teays Valley, to a Columbus, Ohio area hospital. 

• Becky Smith's brother, Rob Vannatter, who is recovering from surgery. 

First Presbyterian Church of South Charleston Website www.fpcscwv.org makes 
available Sunday morning worship bulletins, newsletters, Session information, and 
youth group video.  Also, posted are the Announcements for the Month, as well as 
information about upcoming mission projects and many fellowship opportunities. 

 

 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  &  DEEDS OF LOVE 
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NOTICE OF CONGREGATIONAL MEETING – SUNDAY, JANUARY 10 

There will be a Congregational Meeting at 12:30 pm on Sunday, January 10, for 
the purpose of electing officers to the Class of 2023 and approving the 2021 
Pastor’s Terms of Call.  This will be a ZOOM meeting.  Members will receive 
instructions via email on how to participate. 

Nurturing Your Faith 

Second Sunday of Christmas:  Read Psalm 147:12-20 

12Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem! … 16 “He gives snow like wool…”  Whether we  
have “snow like wool” or have no snow at all, January can feel like a cold, dark 
time.  But the psalmist calls us to “Praise the Lord.”  Where can you see light 
right now, and how might you give praise to God? 

 
 

 

2021 Offering Envelope Boxes 
 

Due to the pandemic, we have mailed all offering envelopes. 
If you have not received your envelopes, please call the church office 

at 304-744-2333 and Becky Smith will see that you get them. 
 
 

 

 2021 Per Capita 

As part of our church’s membership in the Presbytery of West Virginia, we have a 
financial commitment to the Presbytery of $30.05 per member.  A per capita envelope 
is included in your box of offering envelopes.  Your generous contributions are 
greatly appreciated. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Electronic Meetings Instructions 
Annual Congregational Meeting 

1. Electronic [and telephone conference call] meetings may be held to conduct business 
by the session and committees of Point Pleasant Presbyterian Church. When 
considering whether to meet traditionally or by electronic alternative, consideration 
should be made regarding the best way to complete the business at hand, the safety 
of those gathering, and the cost, both financial cost and the cost of time to the 
members of the session or committee. 

2. Ordinarily meetings of the congregation should be in person. Electronic [and 
telephone conference call] meetings may be held to conduct business by the 
congregation of Point Pleasant Presbyterian Church. When considering whether to 
meet traditionally or by electronic [or telephone conference call] alternative, 
consideration should be made regarding the best way to complete the business at 
hand, the safety of those gathering, and the cost, both financial cost and the cost of 
time to the members of the session or committee. 

3. A blend of traditional meeting and electronic meeting is permissible. A blend of 
electronic and conference call meeting is permissible. 

4. Electronic [and telephone conference call] meetings are permissible only if every 
member of the committee can access the technology that allows participation in the 
meeting. 

5. Electronic [and telephone conference call] meetings must provide for simultaneous 
aural communication among all participants in order to allow for discussion of the 
issue(s) being considered. Collaborative technologies such as web-based Zoom and 
Skype, conference calls, and interactive video teleconferences fit the necessary 
requirements for maintaining the deliberative character of meetings held in 
accordance with the most recent edition of Robert’s Rules of Order. 

6. The Moderator, Clerk of Session, session, or committee chairperson may call an 
electronic [and telephone conference call] meeting, this may also be done upon the 
request of three members of the session or committee or by 10% of the members of 
the congregation, as applicable. 

 



7. Ordinarily notice of electronic [or telephone conference call] session or committee 
meeting shall be given by the Moderator, Clerk of Session, or committee chair at least 
three days before the meeting and for called meetings, shall include the purpose(s) 
of the meeting. Instructions on how to participate technologically shall accompany 
the call for the meeting. 

8. Notice for electronic [or telephone conference call] meeting shall be the same as a 
call for an in-person meeting of the congregation. Instructions on how to participate 
technologically shall accompany the call for the meeting. 

9. A quorum for an electronic [or telephone conference call] meeting shall be the same 
as traditional meetings. 

10. Just as in a traditional meeting, electronic [and telephone conference call] meetings 
shall begin and close with prayer. 

11. Meetings held electronically or by conference call abide by the same policies and 
procedures as in person meetings. 

12. The chair shall give attention to ensuring that all persons are included in the 
discussion and have the capability of hearing and participating fully in the meeting. If 
necessary, the chair shall use a system of roll call discussion and voting. 

13. Minutes for an electronic [or telephone conference call] meeting shall be the same as 
minutes of a traditional meeting. 

14. The same rules regarding participation apply to electronic [and telephone conference 
call] meetings as in traditional meetings: the body may but is not obligated to grant 
the privilege of the floor to a guest, who may not vote or speak to an issue once 
debate closes. A guest in an electronic meeting is someone who is not a member of 
the congregation, session, or committee. 

15. Motions shall be processed in the same manner as a traditional meeting. The chair 
shall also give careful consideration to technological issues that might impact a 
person’s ability to participate fully and give opportunity for adjustments before 
business is taken up. Before a vote is taken or consent measured, the chair will also 
determine whether any members are no longer present due to a technological 
disruption. 

(Presbytery of West Virginia 8/2020) 



 
 

I want to say “Thank you,” to all who 
continue to work tirelessly to provide our 
online worship services.  This ministry has 
enabled us to continue to give God glory, to 
meet together spiritually although physically 
apart, and to share the great news of God’s 
love with thousands of people across our 
country.  God has expanded our ministry in 
ways we never imagined.  It is an honor to 
take part in God’s work in our world. 

Rev. Sharon Gearing 
Pastor 

Sarah Halstead Boland. Lisa Woo 
Videographers 

Mark Hornbaker 
Master of Music, Pianist and Tenor Soloist 

Sarah Bender, Collin Nelson 
Guest Musicians 

Cheryl Eary 
Offsite Technology Consultant 

Joe Fuller 
Projection Coordinator 

First Presbyterian Church 
508 Second Avenue 

South Charleston, WV  25303 
PHONE:  744-2333 

FAX:  746-9948 

Ministers: 
EVERY MEMBER OF THE CONGREGATION 

Sharon Gearing, Pastor 
Mark Hornbaker, Master of Music 

Becky Smith, Office Manager 
Beverly Hughes, Custodian 

Office Hours: 

7:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
(Monday through Thursday; closed Friday) 

E-Mail Addresses: 

Sharon.gearing22@gmail.com 
becky@fpcscwv.org 

Web Address:  fpcscwv.org 

WIFI Network:  1stPresby SC – Guest 

WIFI Password:  PresbyGuest 

Elders on Session: 
 Carol Bryan Dave Long 
 Tina Dorsey Lisa Martin 
 Cheryl Eary Sandy Melton 
 Joe Fuller Tom Titus 
 Bob Kent 

Trustees: 

Chris Luzier (2020) 
Hersha Brown (2021) 
John Melton (2022) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


